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SERMON 
Memorial Service for Walter Eichacker 

Light of Christ Anglican Church 
Jeffrey O. Cerar, December 9, 2015 

 
That’s Lovely 

 
Text:  John 14:1 
 
 I wish I had known Walter Eichacker when he was a younger man.  When I met him he 
was already over 70.  He was too hard of hearing to be comfortable sitting in a worship 
service.  He expressed his devotion by cleaning up the branches that would fall incessantly 
from the sycamore trees in our old church yard.  He was already a little stooped over, and yet 
he could move smartly.  And he had a twinkle in his eye that must have stood him in good 
stead all through his life. 
 
 It is easy to picture Walter making house calls in his medical practice in Long Island.  It 
is easy to imagine him being empathetic with a patient and yet telling them like it is.  It is easy 
to picture Walter driving a motorcycle or sailing a boat, or racing a car. 
 
 I had several opportunities to sit down and chat with Walter.  It seems like our 
conversations were always part theology and part astronomy.  He would twinkle those eyes 
at me when he would bait me with something some physicist had said that questioned the 
existence of God.  The last time I saw him, just a few weeks ago, Walter wanted to talk about 
Planck’s number.  He’s apparently been reading about this for some time.  Planck’s number, 
also known as Planck’s constant, is a mathematical value that calculates the relationship 
between the energy of a photon and the frequency of its electromagnetic wave.  It may sound 
obscure and esoteric.  But it has been around for 115 years, and it is a fundamental of 
modern physics. In fact, Planck’s constant is one of those fine-tuned values that is necessary 
to permit life to exist. 
 
 Walter laid out for me the genius of Max Planck in coming up with this number.  He 
spoke of the elegance of how this number has so many different applications and 
implications.  And then he said, “You might say that the universe exists because God made it 
so.  Or you might say it is all because of Planck’s number.”  And with that twinkle, he asked 
me, “Which is it?” 
 
 I hesitated a moment, not sure just what I wanted to say.  And Walter jumped on my 
delay.  “You don’t like it.  I didn’t think you would.”  
 
 I said, “Walter, it’s not that I don’t like it.  It’s just that I think both are true.” 

 “Go on,” he said. 

 “Well, if Planck is right, then it is all the same thing.  God was the one who did the fine-
tuning.” 
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 “That’s lovely,” Walter said.  “That’s lovely.”  And with that, he lay back on his pillow 
and indicated we were done with that topic. 
 
 I think it is lovely. So far, scientists have identified over 30 different parameters, any 
one of which, if it differed from its given value by the most infinitesimal amount, would make 
the universe impossible, or would make life impossible.  Does this universe continue to exist 
simply because all those numbers happen to be just right?  Is there life in this universe just by 
a chance that is so unlikely, no one would ever bet on it?  Or did an infinitely creative God 
fine-tune all those things so that what He created would be exactly as He intended?  I believe 
God did it.  And Walter is right:  that is lovely. 
 

• When I have stood looking down into the Grand Canyon, I have felt that 
loveliness. 
   

• When I look at the pictures coming in from the Hubble Space Telescope, like 
the one of Galaxy M74 on the cover of today’s service booklet, I say, “That’s 
lovely.” 
 

• When I have watched the trees bud and the cherry blossoms come out in the 
Spring, I have said, “That’s lovely.” 
 

• And when I meet a couple like Janet and Walter, who were together for better 
or for worse, for richer or for poorer in sickness and in health for almost 72 
years, I say, “That’s lovely.”  It is lovely that God should design men and women 
to love one another and become one flesh, and give birth to babies, and raise 
them to adulthood, and stick with each other through every challenge that life 
throws at them for as long as they both shall live. 

    
 These are the kinds of things we think about when we come together to honor 
God for the life of a departed loved one.  We think about God, and what He has done.  
We think about the meaning of the life that has come to an end, and why it has ended.  
We think about the future, about what is going to happen to us, and what is going to 
become of this world.  And in the thick of all that is God, the Creator and sustainer of 
life.  In the thick of it is God, who is, who was and who always will be—the God who 
said, “Let there be light,” and there was light—the God who created everything and 
said, “It is good.”  
 
 We read a lot of scripture today.  That is what Janet requested.  We Christians 
love God’s Word.  
  

• We love to hear the Bible talk about who God has revealed Himself to be.   

• We love to hear Him tell us why the world is the way it is— 

• why it is so lovely and at the same time, so full of tragedy and pain.. 
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• We love the peace we feel to know that, even though we human beings fix the 
world, God can. 
 

• And God is hard at work doing just that, in His own time and in His own way. 
 

• We love the fact that God has sent His only Son into the world, so that all who 
believe in Him will not perish but have everlasting life. 
 

• We love the fact that Jesus has made wonderful promises to us: 
 

o He promised never to leave us or forsake us. 
 

o He promised to send His Holy Spirit to bring us God’s wisdom,  
 

o and to empower us to do greater things than we could ever do on our 
own. 
 

o We love His assurance that we are of infinite value to Him, and that He 
knows every hair on our heads. 
 

o We love the fact that, even as the world around us seems to be blowing 
up, He is always in control. 
 

o We love His promise that He will come again and set all things right. 
 
 Walter Eichacker lived a full life.  His 96 years were packed with accomplishment and 
service.  He had many descendants, and he lived to enjoy his grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.  Ninety-six years is a good long time. Even so, we will miss him.  The empty 
space he leaves in our lives matters to us a great deal.  It seems so final. 
 
 But one of the things God has assured us about is that death is not the end for those 
who put their trust in Him.  And it isn’t our good deeds or our accomplishments that put us in 
a position to live forever with God.  It is God’s grace.  He tells us all we have to do is to 
believe that Jesus is the Son of God who has come into the world to rescue us from sin and 
death.  Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life.” (John 14:6)  He wants us to 
believe.  He said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God.  Trust also in me.” (John 
14:1)  That’s all you have to do—just believe. 
 
 Many people in this dog-eat-dog world have a hard time accepting that.  Our 
experience is that you work hard for what you get.  People tell us there is no such thing as a 
free lunch.  And how do we know God exists at all?  Jesus said, “Believe in me when I say, 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the 
miracles themselves.” (John 14:11)  The evidence is all around us: 
 

• The beauty of the earth; 

• The blooming of the trees in Spring; 
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• The miracle of life; 

• The miracle of love; 

• The glory of a marriage that lasts for 72 years; 

• The exquisite loveliness of the fine-tuning of the universe. 

One of our scriptures today said,  
 

Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.  
Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. [I 
Corinthians 13:12] 
 

 That is what it is like for our brother, Walter Eichacker.  These ashes are not all that is 
left of him.  His 96 years have come to an end, but now He stands face-to-face before God. 
Now he knows fully what we can only see in part.  That day will come for us all.  And no 
longer will we have to wonder whether all the glory we see around us is a cosmic accident or 
the handiwork of an awesome God.  Then we will experience what it means that we are fully 
known by the God who created us—and all the wonder around us.  
 
 We don’t know when that day will be.  But this very day, God invites us to accept His 
free gift, with all the joy and peace that come with knowing Him and being known by Him.  
That is lovely. 
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